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FORWEORD

In 1952 Fort; Leavenwort~h will celebratce its one hundred and twenty-fifth
anniversary of service to this Nation. Founded in 1827 as a frontier~ post

to protect the westward expansion against the Indians, itu serves now in an

even more important role. As seat of the Command and General Staff

College it has gained renown by the achievements of its graduates in ·two
world wars. In this anniversary year it faces an increasingly important

mission as our Nation, again prepares to contain the forces of aggression.

It is qluite in keeping with the spirit of our anniversary to publish at
this time this Histor~y of Fort Leavenwoartht from 1937 to 1951 which

brings up to date the original history published by Colonel Elvid Hunt in

1927 and revised by Captain Walter E. Lorence in 1937.

H. L1. McBRID~E
Major Genleral, US Army
Commandant
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INTRODUCTION
High on a tree-shaded bluff overlooking the wide,, winding Missouri

River stands Fort Leavenw~orth. Here in K~ansas in t~he haeasrt of ~the Nsationz
is one of the Army's oldest and most famous posts. Founded by Col 1-enry
Leavenworth in 1827 1 as an outpost against the plains Indians it has
grown in, reputationa for qluite a differen~t reason. As home of ~the Coamman~d
and General Staff College, and for a time also of the Army War College,
its name has becomae synonymous world-wide with higher military educa-
tiona. Graduation from "Leavenworth" has become in the Armzy a siesame
to high comm~an~d or staff~ position. WVith thae success of ouxr armies ine two
worlld wars, this g~reat schnool has gainedl in pres~tige and fam~e.

The central College building.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:

Gen~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ W. T.Semn eonzigtene o rindofcr o hArmy after th- Civil War, establ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:~ished thefirst shool atFort Levenwort
in 1881.2 The name of the institution, "School of Application for Infantry~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·

'Elvid Hunt and Waler E. Lorence, Histry of Fort Leavenwoth 1827-1937, Secon

editin (Frt Lavenorth Kanas, 937) p'. 17. Directed by GO 14, Adjutant~
General's Office, Washington, March 7, 1827.~~~~~~~~~~~~~i~iki~Q
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and Cavalry,"" is indicative. Emphasis on application, is still paramount
at Leavenworthn. Instruction of" students by practical application of tech-
niques has remaained one of the outstanding scholastic characteristics of
Leavenworth as an institution of learning.

The school was closed in 1898 for the duration of the Spanish-American
Wiar '" to free instructors and students to join units in the ifield.

ORIGIN OF THE AMdERICAN GENERAL STAFF

It was shortly after this, in 1899, that ElihuL Root,5 the father of the
American general staff, became Secretary of WVar. The mista~kes of the
expedi-tion against Cuba had convinced this farsighted statesman of the
necessity for a UJS general staff. Risking his political future he almost
single-handedly pushed through Congress in 1903 a bill 7nich provided for
a general staff. Root was aided in his efforts by such progressive American
military thinkers, as Genaerals Wrilliam Ludlow, WTilliamn Ha~rding Carter,
and Eben Swift. 0 The great statesmnan also acknows~ledged his indebtedne~ss
to the Englishaman, Spenser Wilkinson, who wrote a book on the general
sta~ff entitled The Brain of an kArmyin.

The bill. f.or the creation of the General S~ta-ff provided for an A9rmry Wir
College. This, agency, the 3d Divisioan of the General St~aff, was chat gedl
among other things with the direction of military studies of all kinds
including supervision of the school system. Part of this school system
was the Staff School at Fort Leavenworth. 8 Its graduates were to supply
t~he mnemlbers o-f the General Staff of the UJS Armrzy. HMows this task has been
accom7plished from the year 1937 up to the present weill be covered briefly
in the pages to follow.

"Ibid; p. 1_36, (GO 8, AGO, Wiashington, January 26, 1882) General Sherm~an wrote
to General Philip Sheridan, then in command of thze Division of M\/issouri on N;ovem-
ber 22, 1881: "My Dear Sheridan: I am just in receipt of your letter of the 19th
with the tabular list of the o~fficers comprising the new School of Application at
Leavenworth.. I need hardly say that I regard it as admirable, and I feel sure that
thlis school wil~l become the best practical military schzool of a'll in the United States."

IXbid; p. 150.
"J. D. Ilittle, The! M/ilitarya Staff: Its Histor-y acnd De~velopm1~ent (Harrisburg, Pa. 1944~),

p. 169.
IPbid; p. 170, Brig Gon Wina. Ludlow sent t~o Europe on a special assignment to studly

the Pr~ussia u Stafh systemi, chairman of a boned conveoed forI the purpose of I"takr-
ing preliminary m~easures toward the organization of a, War College for the Army."

p. 178, Mvaj Gen Winr. Hard~ing Ca ter, author· of Cr·ectizon of thte Amzerican Stalff,
and close associate of Elihu Root.

p. 170-171, Brig Gen Eboen Swift, instructor and later Comm~andant at Fort
leavenworth "introduced a course in tactical orders." "In a real sense it was Eben
Swift, as well as Elihu Root, who gave us our modern General Staff."

;Ibid; p. 132, Spenser Wilkrinson, Eng~lish military writer on staff organization.
8 General Order' No 89, AGO, Washington, tAugust 1, 1902, published program of The

reopened school w7/hich was designated The General S~taff College.


